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REVISED February 2010
BYLAWS OF THE WASHINGTON, DC

ALUMNAE CHAPTER OF

THE DELTA GAMMA FRATERNITY

ARTICLE I – THE NAME

The name of this chapter shall be the Washington, DC alumnae chapter of Delta Gamma Fraternity, charter granted September 27, 1918.

ARTICLE II – OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this chapter shall be to provide the opportunity for friendship, to participate in the projects sponsored by the Delta Gamma Foundation, and to assist collegiate chapters whenever possible. 

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Membership shall be composed of those alumnae members of Delta Gamma Fraternity in good standing.  

ARTICLE IV – DUES AND FINANCES

Section 1.
Members of the Washington, DC alumnae chapter shall pay into the chapter treasury the sum of $ 43.50. 
Section 2.  
Members of the alumnae chapter shall pay into Delta Gamma Executive Offices such dues and fees as are required by the Fraternity Constitution and Council approved schedule.
Section 3.
The fiscal year shall be July 1 to June 30.

ARTICLE V – EVENTS AND BUSINESS MEETINGS
Section 1.  
This chapter shall hold at least six regular meetings during the year.

Section 2.
The regular meetings shall be held as determined by the executive board. Founders Day and/or any other large Delta Gamma functions may be considered a regular meeting. Advance notice to the membership will be given to change the day of a regular event under special circumstances. 

Section 3.  
The annual meeting, at which officers are elected, shall be in March.
Section 4.  
Special business meetings may be held on call of the president, notice having been given to each member, and shall be called on written request of 3 members. Request may be in the form of electronic mail (e-mail) directly to the President’s e-mail address or by conventional postal correspondence to the President’s mailing address or by telephone.
Section 5.
A quorum shall consist of 50 percent of the average attendance of members in good standing at the previous year’s meetings.
Section 6.     If a WDC member who has been designated to attend Convention or any such Fraternity seminar or meeting requiring fees to be paid on her behalf fails to attend said event, it will be the responsibility of that member to reimburse the chapter for all expenses incurred.
ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS

Section 1.  
The officers of this chapter shall be the president and six other officers, vice-president: communications, vice-president: finance, vice president: programming, vice-president: programming for special interest groups; vice president: membership, vice president: Foundation and such officers as the chapter may deem necessary.  

Section 2.    
Each officer shall perform the duty assigned to her by the group, as stated in the Alumnae Officers Manual and as stated herein.  

ARTICLE VII – EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1.
The executive board shall be comprised of the elected officers of this chapter. The board shall arrange for all events, have general supervision of the affairs subject to the approval of the chapter and assign the duties of the various committees required to carry on the work of the chapter.

Section 2.
The executive board meetings shall be held close to the regular chapter events, notice having been given to each member unless, by vote of the board, the time and place of the executive board meeting has been determined.

Section 3.
A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the executive board.

ARTICLE VIII – ELECTION, TERM & VACANCIES

Section 1.  
A nominating committee consisting of a chairman and at least two other alumnae shall be appointed by the president. This committee shall submit at any regular meeting one or more nominations for each office to be filled, providing prior notice has been given. Nominations shall be invited from the floor at the annual meeting. Voting shall be by ballot except when there is only one nominee for an office, in which case voting may be via voice. Ballots can be cast through online voting or in-person at the annual meeting. Majority vote shall elect.

Section 2.
The officers shall be elected for two-year terms. The president shall be elected in odd-numbered years. 
Section 3.
Should a vacancy occur in any office including that of the presidency, it shall be filled immediately by appointment from the executive board.  The officer filling the vacancy shall serve in the position until the next regular election of officers.

Section 4.
Upon installation, each officer shall take the following oath administered by the president of the chapter.  “I do solemnly promise to discharge to the best of my ability, with fidelity and promptness, and in conformity with the Constitution, policies and procedures of Delta Gamma Fraternity and the bylaws of the Washington, DC Chapter, the duties of the office to which I have been elected.”
ARTICLE IX – STANDING COMMITTEES

Board members may create committees, consisting of chapter members, to assist them in executing their duties.  The committees are appointed for the necessary duration to complete the task assigned.   

ARTICLE X – CONVENTION DELEGATE

The president shall serve as Convention delegate whenever possible. An alternate delegate may be elected. If no alternate delegate is elected, the executive board shall appoint the delegate if the president is unable to serve.

ARTICLE XI – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The current parliamentary writings of General Henry M. Robert shall be the authority in all cases not otherwise provided for in these bylaws or the Constitution, policies and procedures of Delta Gamma Fraternity.

ARTICLE XII – WITHDRAWAL OR RELINQUISHMENT OF CHARTER

Section 1.  
If the Chapter fails to meet its financial obligations to the Fraternity for a two-year period or if the membership fails to maintain “good standing,” its charter must be relinquished upon the request of Council.

Section 2.  
To voluntarily relinquish its charter, the alumnae chapter shall notify its members of a vote to relinquish its charter and assemble its members for the vote; majority vote shall be based on number of members. If the chapter is unable to assemble members for a vote, a mail vote and/ or e-mail vote shall be sent; majority vote shall be based on votes cast. If the vote is passed, formal notification of the relinquishment of the charter shall be sent immediately to the Vice President: Alumnae who shall inform Council. 

Section 3.
When the Chapter Charter is withdrawn or relinquished, the charter must be returned immediately to Executive Offices.  All net assets, including all funds remaining in the chapter treasury, shall be transferred to the Delta Gamma Fraternity, an Ohio corporation.

Section 4.
Upon merger of one alumnae group with another, all net assets from the alumnae group relinquishing its charter may be transferred to the alumnae chapter/association with which the group is merging.

ARTICLE XIII – AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended at any regular event by a two-thirds vote provided prior notice has been given but shall not become effective until approved by the Regional Alumnae Specialist. If any change in the Fraternity Constitution or policies shall at any time necessitate amending these bylaws, such amendments shall take place automatically without being voted upon by the chapter/association.

ARTICLE XIV – STANDING RULES

Section 1. 
Any rules adopted by majority vote of the Chapter will constitute Standing Rules.  They should be more flexible than Bylaws, but should be of a fairly permanent nature.  They may be amended or rescinded by a two thirds (2/3) vote without advance notice.  They may be suspended by a majority vote at any given meeting.

Section 2. 
The President shall determine the order of business of this Chapter.  The order of business shall allow for reports from the Executive Board and Committee Chairmen.
Section 3. 
The Washington, DC alumnae chapter of the Delta Gamma Fraternity is charged with assisting the Beta Epsilon (American University) collegiate chapter. This assistance shall take the form of, but not be limited to, helping the collegiate chapter maintain high social and scholastic standards, and providing the necessary Advisory Board and House Corporation Board alumnae members.

Section 4. 
All members who are in good financial standing shall have the right to vote upon all motions brought before this chapter for consideration.  A member is in good financial standing when she has paid her chapter dues, including per capita dues.

Section 5.
In the event a dues payment made by a member is returned by the bank for any reason and leads to fees, charges, penalties, or fines incurred by the Washington, DC Alumnae chapter with its current banking institution, the above mentioned member is responsible for reimbursing the chapter treasury for any such fees, charges, penalties or fines.

Section 6. 
Additional chapter officers include, but are not limited to:  ANCHORA correspondent (public relations), Panhellenic delegate, Rituals, Director of Collumnae Relations (American University), Website Coordinator, City Sponsor Chair, Alumnae Administrative Assistant, Founder’s Day Chairman, and Holiday Tea Chairman.  
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